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Synopsis

This program provides a general, comparative introduction to the major concepts and themes of
political science. The title of the book, Power & Choice, indicates a subsidiary theme that recurs at
intervals. We may view politics as (1) the use of power or (2) the production of a public choice.
Often one or the other is heavily emphasized in approaching the subject. Marxism emphasizes
politics as the use of power, while pluralism and much formal modeling work emphasize the

emergence of public choices.
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Customer Reviews

W. Phillips Shively is Morse-Alumni Professor of Political Science at the University of Minnesota,
where he moved in 1971 after teaching at the University of Oregon and Yale University. He has also
served as Visiting Professor at the University of Oslo in Norway. His research, which has appeared
in numerous articles, deals with the comparative study of elections, and he has written The Craft of
Political Research, an introduction to research techniques. He has also had practical political

experience as a lobbyist in Minnesota. His true love is bird-watching.

The book | got was okay, inside looked new. However the book cover was tear a bit when | received

it.

Required for school. It was a good rental. should have just bought it - i needed it for 3 more classes



A little obvious. | put this class off (Intro. to politics) and so | am taking it as a senior. It may have
seemed more relevant if | took it when | was supposed to- before | studied these concepts in depth
in other classes. Still, if you have never thought about these issues before, this book seems like a

good start.

got what | asked for

Had no issues.... rented it. Just returned.

When | rented this textbook, | had 3 dead spiders in it. Kinda creepy...

| bought this book for my own edification and not for a particular class. | found it to be a great
introduction to political science. Although | can’t speak to how well this book imparts 101-level
knowledge since I'm not in a formal class, | do have a PhD in a different field and | have a pretty
good sense for when a book is doing a good job of explaining the fundamentals of a subject. |
definitely feel that it prepared me for further reading and that | have a good grasp of the major ideas
in the field. I'd say that the thing | enjoyed most about the book is that it strikes a good balance
between academic rigor and readability so | was never bored while reading. The references for
further reading are also excellent.One other minor thing that | enjoyed was that the book is not

large. The smaller size made it really easy to carry around in my bag.
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